
[image: image1]
January 2010
[image: image2]
The fight for biodiversity, at home and abroad

The importance of biological diversity (the variety of life in all its forms – or simply, nature) is hard to overstate. 40 per cent of the global economy is based on biological products and processes. Nature provides human communities with the goods and services that are fundamental to our survival on earth. 
Food, medicine, timber and fuel, breathable air, soil, pollination, climate stability, and water filtration and recharge are just a few. Human activities all over the world are causing the progressive loss of species of plants and animals at a rate far higher than the natural background rate of extinction. 
To fight the continuous loss of biodiversity, world leaders at the sixth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity, agreed “to achieve by 2010 a significant reduction of the current rate of biodiversity loss at the global, regional and national levels as a contribution to poverty alleviation and to the benefit of all life on earth”. This target was endorsed by the World Summit on Sustainable Development. 
2010 is a special year declared by the United Nations to help raise awareness of the importance of biodiversity all over the world and is promoting some important messages:

First, humans are part of nature’s rich diversity and have the power to protect or destroy it. Second, biodiversity is essential for sustaining the living networks and systems that provide us all with health, wealth, food, fuel and the vital services our lives depend on. Third, human activity is causing the diversity of life on Earth to be lost at a greatly accelerated rate; but we can prevent this loss. And fourth, we have made some achievements to safeguard biodiversity but we need to do much more and we must act urgently.

2010 The 2010 International Year of Biodiversity (IYB), is a special year declared by the United Nations to help raise awareness of the importance of biodiversity all over the world. It is an opportunity to:

· stress the importance of biodiversity for our well-being; 

· reflect on our achievements to safeguard biodiversity; 

· encourage a redoubling of our efforts to reduce the rate of biodiversity loss. 

“Are we to regard the world of nature simply as a storehouse to be robbed for the immediate benefit of man?” ~ Kenneth E. Boulding



Bryn White

SOSCP Program Manager

Employment Opportunity

Executive Director, Victoria

The Land Trust Alliance of British Columbia

The LTABC is seeking a resourceful and dynamic person to take on the role of Executive Director.   The application deadline is February 1, 2010.  For the full job posting please check:  http://www.landtrustalliance.bc.ca/docs/Executive_Director_Position_Posting%20LTABC%20final.pdf
Funding Information
James L. Baillie Student Research Award. Application deadline for this award is February 15 2010.  Although support of undergraduate, graduate, or post-doctoral studies is not a priority of the Baillie Fund, the Fund does support one award for a graduate student conducting field studies of Canadian birds in their natural environment. The Society of Canadian Ornithologists (SCO) administers the James L. Baillie Student Research Award, worth $1,000. The Information on how to apply to the James L. Baillie Student Award for Field Research is available on the Society of Canadian Ornithologists' website at www.sco-soc.ca/awards.html .
MEC Community Contributions.  Application deadline is March 10 and September 10 2010 for applications for Land Acquisition, Capacity Building, Research, Advocacy and Education, and Access.  Urban Sustainability and Grassroots Product Donations applications are accepted anytime.  Please see their website for more information:  http://www.mec.ca/Main/content_text.jsp?FOLDER%3C%3Efolder_id=1408474396038943&FOLDER%3C%3EbrowsePath=1408474396038943&bmUID=1203699307979
News 
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Give Green Canada launches website.  Are you concerned about the long-term funding of your organization?  Jumpstart your fundraising in 2010 and beyond to build a solid future for your environmental organization. Help donors find you on this finally launched website.  
Fighting climate change, habitat loss, pollution, and ecosystem degradation takes ongoing resources.  Yet, less than two cents of every dollar donated in Canada goes to environmental groups. Give Green Canada is a new and practical resource that promotes gift planning as a solution to your long-term funding concerns.  For more information check out: http://www.givegreencanada.ca/
Bear Aware Update.  The operations of the BCCF Bear Aware Program has moved to the BCCF  Kamloops office. Please contact Barb Waters, Regional Manager, in Kamloops for information regarding any component of the Bear Aware program.

Please be re-assured that the BCCF Bear Aware program is still active and vibrant

under the direction of Barb Waters and Joanne Siderius, Bear Aware Supervisor.

RFP’s will be sent out to communities in the new year for the 2010 season.

Kamloops the first “Bear Smart” Community.  The Ministry of Environment, in partnership with the British Columbia Conservation Foundation and the Union of British Columbia Municipalities, is pleased to announce the City of Kamloops is B.C.’s very first ‘Bear Smart’ Community. “Kamloops stepped up to the plate by developing a community plan to reduce bear-human conflicts, installing bear-proof garbage cans, and educating people about Bear Smart practices,” said Barry Penner. “I congratulate the residents of Kamloops for their diligence and enthusiasm in working towards Bear Smart status and achieving it, and setting an example for other communities to follow.”
Sustainable Similkameen Project.  The Sustainable Similkameen Project has an important milestone coming up, and another opportunity for residents of the Similkameen to shape its sustainable future. The project aims to encourage working together for the overall benefit of the valley while at the same time celebrating the diversity of the valley. Its mission is to establish a socio-cultural, economic and environmental sustainability strategy for the Similkameen Valley that will maintain and enhance the quality of the rural and small town lifestyle. Spearheaded by the Similkameen Valley Planning Society, it offers residents from Princeton to Chopaka an opportunity to join together and plan for a Sustainable Similkameen Valley. For more information on this great initiative please visit the following website: http://www.rdos.bc.ca/index.php?id=659 or – join us for two sessions to view the draft strategy:                                                                                                                                                  March 17, 2010 (7:00 - 8:30 PM) Location: Riverside Centre, Princeton
March 20, 2010 (7:00 - 8:30 PM) Location: Village Office, Keremeos

Groundwater Bylaws Toolkit Is Now Available.  The tool is an appendix to the Green Bylaws Toolkit (www.greenbylaws.ca), and was developed by the OBWB and partners to help local governments protect the quality and quantity of groundwater within their own geographic and legislative jurisdictions. This includes monitoring groundwater quality and quantity, protecting aquifers, and maximizing water recharge instead of surface runoff.
The Toolkit presents the basic principles of groundwater science, outlines the jurisdiction for managing groundwater, and provides practical land use management tools for local government to protect groundwater. It clearly explains each tool, and provides sample policy and bylaw language that can be tailored to each unique area. It also provides case studies that highlight the best practices in groundwater protection already in use by local governments in BC.  For more details: http://www.obwb.ca/groundwater_bylaws_toolkit/
Okanagan College Speaker’s Series – Winter 2010.  The Speaker’s Series take place Monday evenings at 7pm in the Lecture Theatre Penticton campus, Okanagan College.  It is free and open to the public. 
For more information contact the College at 492-4305 or speakersseries@okanagan.bc.ca 

Webinar Series: Managing Human-Wildlife Conflicts in Increasingly Human-Dominated Landscapes.  The frequency and intensity of human-wildlife conflicts are escalating, resulting in increasing injuries to humans and wildlife, damage to property and forests, and management challenges. In this webinar series, experts will discuss how landscape modifications and predator-prey dynamics affect human-wildlife interactions, and suggest management practices that will promote the sustainable coexistence of viable wildlife populations and human communities in BC. To see the schedule of webinars: http://www.forrex.org/news/event.asp?pkey=406
2nd Annual REEL CHANGE SustainAbility Film Fest.   This year the event is set for UBC Okanagan, Fri. Jan. 29 and Sat. Jan. 30.  There are 11 fantastic films showing.  Subjects include water rights, pesticide pollution, the tarsands, soil preservation, and educational reform.  Each movie will be followed up by a panel discussion with local experts on that particular subject. 
 In the case of the film One Water, panelists include Dr. Anna Warwick Sears – Executive Director for the OBWB, and Dr. Bernie Bauer with the Okanagan Sustainability Institute and Chair of the OBWB’s Okanagan Water Stewardship Council.  Please see the attached poster for details.  For more information: www.freshoutlookfoundation.org
Partner Profile

Environment Canada - Canadian Wildlife Service 
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Environment Canada's mandate is to conserve and enhance the quality of the natural environment, including water, air and soil quality; to conserve Canada's renewable resources including migratory birds and other non-domestic flora and fauna; to conserve and protect Canada's water resources; to enforce the rules made by the Canada-U.S. International Joint Commission related to boundary waters; and to coordinate environmental policies and programs for the federal government. The Canadian Wildlife Service (CWS), a part of Environment Canada, is responsible for the conservation of migratory birds, species at risk and biodiversity. The Canadian Wildlife Service, Pacific and Yukon Region is one of the key partners in the SOSCP and has contributed to the development of the program, its planning and coordination, and to its science base and in providing scientific expertise on projects. In addition, the Government of Canada has contributed substantial funding to all SOSCP Teams for Stewardship efforts related to the conservation and protection of species at risk under the Habitat Stewardship Program - a component of the Federal Governments strategy on species at risk.
Contact: Barry Smith, Regional Director

Website: http://www.pyr.ec.gc.ca/en/wildlife/
Calendar of Events and Workshops
January 30
TLC Peach Cliff Stewardship Community Event.   The public is invited to attend a free event that features TLC’s Peach Cliff Property.  TLC Area Manager Alyson Skinner, Biologist Aaron Reid and Ecologist Don Gayton will be on hand to present and speak about the importance of the property.  Bring your own mug for hot chocolate or coffee.  The event takes place outside in Okanagan Falls at the cul-de-sac at the end of Peachcliff drive.  For more information: http://blog.conservancy.bc.ca/2010/01/tlc-hosts-peach-cliff-stewardship-event/
January 29-30

2nd Annual REEL CHANGE SustainAbility Film Fest.  For the schedule please see:
www.freshoutlookfoundation.org
March 9-12
Indigenous Earth:  Praxis and Transformation.  
This conference will connect an emerging and diverse range of scholars and practitioners to share theories, experiences and methods for applying indigenous knowledge to complex environmental and social realities.  This conference will launch a series of research publications that propose solutions to address current environmental concerns and build bridges between Indigenous knowledge and western scientific approaches.
For more information, visit www.enowkincetnre.ca or contact Ellen Simmons at ecommunity@vip.net.
March 18-20
Land Trust and Stewardship Seminar Series
Join BC’s land trusts, naturalists, stewardship, conservation and land use organizations & agencies in this foremost Land Trust and Stewardship Seminar Series, hosted by the Land Trust Alliance of BC. This three day event includes site visits to protected areas, including Skaha Bluffs, restored riparian areas and other Okanagan cultural sites. Plus local experts, Harold Baumbrough and Mike Sarrell, will give fascinating presentations on snakes, fire and other features of BC’s incredible biodiversity. In addition to a full day workshop by renowned North American fundraiser Kim Klein, there are another 15 seminars about protecting BC’s biodiversity and carbon storing forests and grasslands for healthy communities and a healthy climate. This event is open to all, plus a ride sharing connection service is available. For more information please call 250-538-0112 or email info@landtrustalliance.bc.ca. For the program and registration: "Seminar Series 2010 Program and Registration". 
April 20-21
Aboriginal Cultural Awareness for Natural Resource Managers, Revelstoke BC 

This two day interactive workshop will provide participants with the practical tools for engaging Aboriginal peoples, communities, organizations, and institutions in resource management discussions and decisions. The nature of culture and the role that cultural differences can play in interpersonal interactions are examined. Our instructors are Bob and Anne Moody of Global Indigenous Services.  Details and registration are at:  http://www.cmiae.org.

Public Opportunities

Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen Calendar

http://www.rdos.bc.ca/index.php?id=415
Village of Keremeos Council Meeting Schedule

http://www.keremeos.ca/Village/municipalcouncil.html
Town of Oliver Council Meeting Schedule

http://www.oliver.ca/siteengine/ActivePage.asp?PageID=25
Town of Osoyoos Council Meeting Schedule

http://www.osoyoos.ca/siteengine/activepage.asp?NewsID=19
City of Penticton Council Meeting Schedule

http://www.penticton.ca/city/council/meetings/default.asp
District of Summerland Council Meeting Schedule

http://www.summerland.ca/municipalhall/calendar.aspx
Your Contribution

 If you would like to have your conservation project listed, to submit a news item for the SOSCP Newsletter, or would like to provide feedback on this issue, we’d love to hear from you!
SOSCP Newsletter
South Okanagan Similkameen Conservation Program

102 Industrial Place

Penticton, British Columbia

V2A 7C8

soscp2@gov.bc.ca               www.soscp.org
This e-mail has been sent as you have requested to be kept abreast of news through the South Okanagan Similkameen Conservation Program website. — If for any reason you wish to be removed from this mailing list please send an email to: soscp2@gov.bc.ca and your email address will be removed promptly from our mailing list.  To update your email address please send your request to: soscp2@gov.bc.ca.   
Donation Information
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Bryn White


SOSCP Program Coordinator





Penticton BC


Tel: (250) 490-8225


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:bryn.white@gov.bc.ca" ��bryn.white@gov.bc.ca�


Website: www.soscp.org
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Environmental Legacy Fund


P.O. Box 24081 �Penticton, BC, V2A 8L9


Tel: (250) 493-9311 �Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@cfso.net" �info@cfso.net�


Website: www.cfso.net














